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An Amazing Grace

By Bert Ghezzi

My wife, Mary Lou, and I were among the first group
baptized in the Spirit at Notre Dame in 1967. Along with
many of the early responders to the move of the Holy
Spirit we expected a powerful
renewal of the church. We had
observed how the Liturgical
Movement of the early 20th

“Many millions more
hunger and thirst for a
full life in the Spirit.

and trees, so the Holy Spirit showers his magnificent
diversity of spiritual gifts among us. He gives some
prominent charisms like healing, prophecy, miracles
and the like. Others he equips with
gifts such as evangelization, teaching,
encouragement, administration, care
for the sick.

century had prepared the way for We all must share
Vatican II to establish renewed our experience of the Now after five decades many have
worship for the whole church. We Spirit with joy” decided to invest their gifts in some

thought that the same thing should

happen for the Charismatic Renewal—integration of
the Pentecostal experience throughout the worldwide
Catholic community.

Well, the Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR) has had
a powerful effect on the church, but in ways we did not
anticipate. The Lord did it his way, not our way. Here’s
what has happened. At the outset of the Renewal tens
of thousands of people were baptized in the Spirit in
hundreds of prayer groups. The core results in their lives
were common: they entered an intimate relationship
with Jesus, they experienced his presence daily, they
began to live an enriched life in the Spirit, the Spirit
activated his seven gifts and fruit of the Spirit for them
and they grew in holiness.

Being baptized in the Spirit has also meant, for most,
learning how to receive and use spiritual gifts for
serving the Lord and the church. Just as rain sustains a
great diversity of plants, grasses, vegetables, flowers,

parish or other ministry service. They
still identify as charismatic, but they devote themselves
to a Spirit-led calling. You will find them in parish RCIA
programs, in the permanent diaconate, teaching in local
schools and colleges, working in programs to house the
homeless, serving in national and local ministries and so
on. They are bringing renewal to the Church God’s way.

More than 120 million Catholics worldwide have been
baptized in the Spirit. Many millions more hunger and
thirst for a full life in the Spirit. We all must share our
experience of the Spirit with joy to draw others to seek
baptism in the Spirit, to share in the amazing grace the
Lord is giving in the charismatic renewal.

Bert Ghezzi served on the original National Service Committee
and was the editor of New Covenant magazine from 1974 to
1985. He has written twenty books, including most recently
Prayers to the Holy Spirit. Bert chairs the evangelization team
in his parish. He lives in Altamonte Springs, Florida. This article
originally appeared in Pentecost Today 2017 Summer Issue and
can be found under resources at www.pentecosttodayusa.org.
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Dear Readers of The Flame,

On July 4th, the United States of America will be 250 years old. That
span of time has been characterized by growth: in population, territory,
prosperity, power and influence. Set in motion by these words from
the Declaration of Independence:

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness...

the United States’ Constitution protects the freedoms of speech, re-
ligion, press, assembly and petitioning the government for change.

Though not perfectly protected and exercised over the last 250 years,
these freedoms have paved the way for the blessings we share as
American Catholics.

Before the founding of the United States, Catholics were a religious
influence in this land. The first Mass in America was on September
8, 1565 in St. Augustine, Florida. Two hundred years later, Charles
Carroll, a wealthy Catholic from Maryland, became the only Catholic
signer on the Declaration of Independence. His brother, Bishop John
Carroll, was the first Catholic bishop in the United States, serving as
the Bishop of Baltimore from 1789 to 1815.

Through the ages the Catholic Church quietly but powerfully influ-
enced the growth of our country. We have welcomed immigrants,
promoted educational institutions at every level, built and run hospitals,
proclaimed the gospel and celebrated the sacraments.

God raised up Catholic saints over these 250 years. For example,
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, canonized in 1948, founded schools and
hospitals throughout the United States and beyond. St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton, wife, mother, widow and foundress of the Sisters of Charity,
founded thefirst Catholic schoolsinthe United States. St. John Neumann
oversaw the opening of 90 Catholic schools in ten years during his
tenure as Bishop of Philadelphia. Much more can be said of the North
American Martyrs, St. Katherine Drexel, Bl. Stanley Rother and others.
During this 250th year of the United States, we will witness the
Beatification of Archbishop Fulton Sheen and the Georgia Martyrs
(five Franciscan priests who were martyred in 1597 while proclaiming
Christ to native Americans.)

More recently, the United States was the birthplace of what we call the
Catholic charismatic renewal. In February of 1967, college students
from Duquesne University gathered at the Ark and the Dove retreat
house in the north hills of Pittsburgh. They studied Acts 2 and prayed
earnestly for the coming of the Holy Spirit. Drawn away from a
Saturday evening birthday party, they found themselves in the chapel,
praying in tongues and worshipping the Lord. Their experience of
baptism in the Holy Spirit spread to other college campuses and even-
tually throughout the world. This prophetic movement, accompanied
by signs, wonders and miracles has done much to answer the prayer of
Vatican II: renew your wonders as if by a New Pentecost...

The Catholic religious history of the United States ought to embolden
us to live our faith without apology. Some people in the United States
want to sideline religion. They attempt to characterize religious people
as anti-intellectual and socially backward. They believe that religious
thinking and acting gets in the way of their utopian vision of a society
that has lost its moral compass.

I recently heard part of an interview with Bishop Andrew Cozzens of
Crookston, Wisconsin. He spoke of the Catholic Church as the soul
of the United States. His comments reminded me of an early Church
writing called Letter to Diognetus, found in the Liturgy of the Hours,
Wednesday, Week Six of Easter in the Office of Readings:

1o speak in general terms, we may say that the Christian is to the
world what the soul is to the body. As the soul is present in every
part of the body, while remaining distinct from it, so Christians
are found in all the cities of the world, but cannot be identified
with the world. As the visible body contains the invisible soul,
so Christians are seen living in the world, but their religious life
remains unseen. The body hates the soul and wars against it, not
because of any injury the soul has done it, but because of the
restriction the soul places on its pleasures. Similarly, the world
hates the Christians, not because they have done it any wrong,
but because they are opposed to its enjoyments.

Christians love those who hate them just as the soul loves the
body and all its members despite the body's hatred. It is by the
soul, enclosed within the body, that the body is held together, and
similarly, it is by the Christians, detained in the world as in a
prison, that the world is held together. The soul, though immortal,
has a mortal dwelling place; and Christians also live for a time
amidst perishable things, while awaiting the freedom from change
and decay that will be theirs in heaven. As the soul benefits from
the deprivation of food and drink, so Christians flourish under
persecution. Such is the Christian’s lofty and divinely appointed
function, from which he is not permitted to excuse himself.

As in the early Church, Catholic Christians in the United States have a
lofty and divinely appointed function: to make Jesus Christ known by
our manner of life, by our witness of faith and by the gifts and fruits
of the Holy Spirit.

No one chooses when to be born. However, we all choose how we are
to live during our earthly journey. As Catholic Christians in the United
States during these prosperous but spiritually perilous times, let us
choose to live for Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit. We will
draw others out of indifference and bondage and into Christ. This is
what you and I are called to be:

“a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of his
own, so that you may announce the praises” of him who called
you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (1 Peter 2:9)

See you at the conference on July 25 at St. Albert the Great in North
Royalton!

In Christ,
Fr. Bob Franco



LGSR LEN R el 15" PERSON REGISTRATION. (Copy form for multiple registrations OR register online with PayPal?)

Chips & Chocolate Chip Cookie (except GF option): PRINT CLEARLY
« Turkey on Baker's Roll, Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese, Honey First Name Last Name
Mustard and Mayo on the side Ermail
+ Ham on Croissant, Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese,
Honey Mustard and Mayo on the side Address
« Chicken Salad on Croissant, Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese,
Mayo on the side City State Zip
+Vegetarian on Ciabatta Bread, Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese,
Ranch on the side Phone ( ) - 1st CRM conference? yes no

* Gluten-Free Chef's Salad with Ham, Turkey & Cheese, $10 Lunch (circleone): Turkey Ham  Chicken Salad  Vegetarian ~ Chef's Salad (GF)
Dressing on the side )
$18 Dinner (circle one): YES  NO

s e D : : o Make check or money order to:
$18 Tiler;o :, D::nedr ;afetina/sltylhe. - Pre-Registration $40 ea. CDCR (Catholic Diocese Charismatic Renewal)
+ MAIN: City Chicken (breaded pork w/light gravy) an Lunch $10 ea. .
GF Grilled Garlic Parm Chicken (garlic butter & parsley) Dinner $18 ea Mail to: ggggiﬂir’;‘l’(‘j
« SIDES: Loaded Mashed Potatoes, GF Vegetable Medley TOTAL e — N. Ridgeville o'|-| 2403
DB e R Bl (G B *To register with PayPal go to www.crmweb.org (online or postmarked by July 15th to meet our deadlines)
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Sandy Pawlak
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1st CRM conference? yes
CDCR (Catholic Diocese Charismatic Renewa

Make check or money order to:
Mail to:

Last Name

TOTAL

*To register with PayPal go to www.crmweb.org
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$10 Lunch (circleone): Turkey Ham  Chicken Salad  Vegetarian  Chef
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$18 Dinner (circle one): YES  NO
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s Dinner cafeteria style:

[/

GF Grilled Garlic Parm Chicken (garlic butter & parsley)
« SIDES: Loaded Mashed Potatoes, GF Vegetable Medley

+ SALADS: Broccoli Salad, GF House Salad

Honey Mustard and Mayo on the side
« Chicken Salad on Croissant, Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese,

Mustard and Mayo on the side

Ranch on the side
« Gluten-Free Chef’s Salad with Ham, Turkey & Cheese,
Dressing on the side

Mayo on the side
+Vegetarian on Ciabatta Bread, Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese,

$10 Boxed Honey Baked Ham Lunch includes
- Turkey on Baker’s Roll, Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese, Honey
« MAIN: City Chicken (breaded pork w/light gravy) and

Chips & Chocolate Chip Cookie (except GF option):
- Ham on Croissant, Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese,

$18 Talerico
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Catholic Renewal v 4
Ministries presents: : th e

Join us for a Day of Renewal, Healing, and Empowerment. Come experience
the power of the Holy Spirit in your life. Our speaker Fr. Kevin Joyce helps us
to experience the Zeal for God to allow the Holy Spirit to set our life on fire.

Whether you're seeking peace, healing, or want to experience God’s
presence, come and be part of this grace-filled time.

Fr. Kevin Joyce, a priest of the Archdiocese of Omaha, is founder of His Global
Love, a Catholic apostolate focused on contemplative, communal intercessory
prayer. Inspired by Christ’s mission, it aims to deepen our relationship with the Lord
and form us into a “house of prayer” for all, dedicated to sustained prayer for the
Church, nation, world, priests, families, and humanity’s needs.

PLACE: St. Francis of Assisi (School cafeteria),
6850 Mayfield Rd, Gates Mills, OH 44040

DATE: Saturday, September 19, 2026

TIME: Doors Open: 8:00 AM, Program Begins: 8:30 AM, Program Ends at 3:00 PM
PRESENTER: Fr. Kevin Joyce, Founder His Global Love

COST/DETAILS: $35 includes boxed lunch

CONTACTS: Tom or Olivetta Todt at 440-342-9163
Marge Zampino at 216-990-0919
Please do not contact the church

SEATING IS LIMITED. Please register by September 12th

Must Call ahead for Late Registration: considered only if space is available. Lunch on your own

First Name Last

Email

Address

City Zip
Phone

Make checks payable to CDCR (Catholic Diocese Charismatic Renewal).

Mail to: Marge Zampino,
2747 Vincent Drive, Seven Hills, OH 44131

Register with PayPal on www.crmweb.org (online or postmarked by September 12th No Walk-ins)




CRM and Prayer Group Events

FIRST SUNDAYS

The Holy Spirit Prayer Group of St. Mary Church
hosts an in-person Healing Prayer Service on
the first Sunday of each month. The service will
be held in the chapel from 12:30-1:30 pm. We
encourage you to submit your prayer requests to
healingprayers@stmaryhudson.cc. St. Mary Church
is located at 340 N. Main St., Hudson 44236,
Tel: 330-653-8118.

Our prayer teams will be available to pray
for the healings of your body and spirit. Fr.
Larry will, depending on his availability,
offer an anointing for those seriously ill, preparing
for surgery, or weak with aging.

SECOND WEEKEND OF THE MONTH

On the SECOND WEEKEND OF THE MONTH,
Holy Family Healing Prayer Ministry (Stow)
offers Healing Prayer after all masses (Satur-
day 5:00 PM, Sunday 7:30, 9:00 and 11:30 AM
masses) and after Tuesday and Friday 8:00
AM daily masses. Prayer teams will meet you in
the back of the church. If you are unable to attend
one of the masses, we offer homebound private
prayer. Private prayer for physical, inner healing
and Unbound can be scheduled by calling 330-
686-0017. Jesus is Alive! Come experience His
healing power.

TUESDAYS & FRIDAYS

See Holy Family Healing Prayer Group (Stow) un-
der SECOND WEEKEND OF THE MONTH.

THURSDAYS

The Families in Christ Jesus small house-
hold-based groups meet in private homes on Thurs-
day evenings (contact Susan Federico for details: cell
216-312-3978 or smfederico78@gmail.com). All of
the households meet together on the first Thursday
of the month at St. John of the Cross Church, 140
Richmond Rd., Euclid 44143, at 7:45 pm. Below is the
speaker schedule for the first Thursday of the month
gatherings for July to September, 2026.

July 2 Father Jeremy Merzweiler — from St. Francis
DeSales Parish, Akron (tentative)

Aug 6 Deacon Tom
Sep 3 Father John Betters

THIRD SATURDAYS

The Living Word Healing Prayer Ministry at St.
Ambrose Parish in Brunswick offers a monthly
Healing Prayer event which takes place in the
Church after the 4:30 p.m. Mass on the third
Saturday of every month. Healing prayer minis-
ters are available to offer prayer for spiritual, emo-
tional, or physical healing. Please join us so that
the Spirit of God can touch you with healing love!

AUGUST 28 TRAVELING MASS

CRM’s Traveling Charismatic Mass for August
will be held at St. John Vianney Church, in the
Chapel, on Friday, August 28th, 7:00 pm. Praise
and worship will begin at 7:00, and the liturgy will
start at 7:30. Healing prayer teams will be avail-
able after Mass for individual prayer, and there
will also be a social after the Mass. The Church
is located at 7575 Bellflower Rd. in Mentor 44060.

For more information, please contact CRM at
440-944-9445. All are Welcome. Come, Sing and
Praise God with Joy! (SEE AD IN THIS FLAME)

SEPTEMBER 18 TRAVELING MASS

CRM’s Traveling Charismatic Mass for September
will be held at Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish on
Friday, September 18th, 6:45 pm. Fr. Kevin Joyce
will be the celebrant. The Rosary will be prayed at
6:45, praise and worship will begin at 7:00, and
the liturgy will start at 7:30. Following the Mass,
Fr. Joyce will lead healing prayer, with the CRM
prayer teams, for individual healing prayer needs.

The Church is located at 1545 S. Green Rd. in
South Euclid 44121. For more information about
the evening, please contact CRM at 440-944-
9445. All are Welcome to this Evening of Healing
with Fr. Kevin Joyce. (SEE AD IN THIS FLAME)

OCTOBER 27 LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINAR

Our Lady of Angels Prayer Group is happy to
present a Life in the Spirit Seminar again this
Fall — over eight consecutive Tuesday evenings
from September 8 through October 27, 2026,
from 7:30-9:00pm. We meet at Our Lady of Angels
School, Primary building, 3644 Rocky River Dr.,
Cleveland, OH 44111. Come to make or renew a
deep personal commitment to Jesus in openness
to the Holy Spirit and the Spirit's gifts for your life!
Phone Verna 216-251-3560 OR Tom 216-536-6495
for more information and to register to attend.

Throughout the year, we meet every Tuesday eve-
ning 7:30-9:00pm to praise Our Lord. There is al-
ways a healing team available for personal prayer.
Phone Tom Stamper for more information:
216-536-6495. (SEE AD IN THIS FLAME)

CRM CONFERENCE IN JULY

All are invited to attend Catholic Renewal Min-
istries’ 43rd Annual Charismatic Conference
to be held on Saturday July 25, 2026, at St.
Albert the Great Parish Life Center, 6667 Wallings
Rd., North Royalton 44133. This year’s theme is
‘Be Renewed in the Power of the Holy Spirit’.
Guest speakers will be Dr. Monica Richards, a
missionary with Damascus in Columbus, who
has developed, from her work with the John Paul
Il Healing Center, a passion for presenting the
Gospel of freedom and dignity in an engaging
and entertaining way; Fr. John Gordon, a priest of
the Archdiocese of Newark, a dynamic preacher
and evangelist, who is the Coordinator of the Of-
fice of Evangelization for his diocese and is also
a council member of Pentecost Today USA; and
Fr. Bob Franco, the Bishop’s Liaison for Char-
ismatic Renewal in the Cleveland Diocese and
pastor of St. Peter and St. Julie Billiart Parishes
in North Ridgeville. Auxiliary Bishop Michael G.
Woost will be the celebrant for the Vigil Mass,
and Matt Fafrak will lead us in contemporary
praise music throughout the day and evening.
Fr. John Gordon will also lead a healing service

Visitthe CRM website: crmweb.org or call 440-
944-9445 for more information. Advance reg-
istration postmarked by Wednesday, July 15th,
is $40, and at the door $50. Come, as we praise
and exalt Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit.
(SEE AD IN THIS FLAME)

WE ARE IN DIRE NEED OF
CONFERENCE GREETERS AND USHERS!

Maybe you could ask the Lord what He would
have you do? Give Carolee Zentkovich a call
or text at 440-221-8169.

Catholic Renewal Ministries Traveling Healing Mass

Friday, August 28t 2026

Fr. Bob Franco Celebrant

Praise & worship begins at 7:00
Liturgy begins at 7:30 p.m.

St. John Vianney Church (in the Chapel)
7575 Bellflower Rd.
Mentor, OH 44060

All are Welcome!

Healing prayer teams will be available after mass for
individual prayer, and there will also be a social after
mass. Come, Sing and Praise God with Joy!

Contact CRM: 440-944-9445

Healing Prayer teams will be available after

Mass for individual prayer.

crmweb.org



OUR LADY OF ANGELS PRAYER GROUP
Life
in the Spirit
Seminar

“I will send you the Spirit of Truth,” says the Lord.
“He will guide you to all truth.” John 16:15

Trust in the Lord with all your heart
and lean not on your own understanding.
Proverbs 3:5-6

3644 Rocky River Dr., Cleveland, OH 44111

PRESENTATION:

Life is becoming more and more confusing, filled with challenges that are
different than we’ve known before. We look for courage, we want stronger faith.

This Life in the Spirit Seminar offers you a new way to manage the uncertainties
of life through a closer walk with Our Lord and His Holy Spirit. God is real
and personal. This seminar is an avenue to bring a more personal relationship
with Jesus into your life. It asks that you come with expectations to want
to experience more in your life.

Come. Be open; be humble. Our Charismatic Prayer Group is part of our
Catholic Church and approved by Bishops of the United States and all the
Popes since Vatican II. It s filled with beauty and expressive prayer.
God has more for each of His children and He promises greater freedom and
help for your life. Our prayer group members are here to lead and guide you.
Then when the seminar finishes, we continue to meet weekly on Tuesday
evenings to support each other in this new life with God.

Everyone is most welcome!

WHERE: WHEN:

Our Lady of Angels

Eight consecutive Tuesday evenings,

School, Primary Building beginning September 8th
(behind Linus Hall) — handicapped accessible through October 27, 2026
7:30 — 9:00pm

there will be signs! (refreshments will follow)

CONTACT:

For more information and to register please phone
Verna at 216-251-3560 or Tom at 216-536-6495

(There is NO charge for this seminar.)

Catholic Renewal Ministries Traveling Healing Mass

Friday, September 18" 2026

Fr. Kevin Joyce Celebrant

Rosary will be prayed at 6:45
Praise & worship begins at 7:00
Liturgy begins at 7:30 p.m.

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish
1545 S. Green Rd., South Euclid, OH 44121

Following the mass, Fr. Joyce will lead healing prayer.
The CRM prayer teams will be available for individual
prayer needs. Fr. Kevin Joyce is a priest of the
Archdiocese of Omaha. He is the founder of His Global
Love, a Catholic apostolate of contemplation, communal
intercessory prayer that is rooted in the mission of
Christ to bring healing, hope, and renewal to the world
through the power of prayer and the Holy Spirit.

Contact CRM: 440-944-9445

Healing Prayer teams will be available after

Mass for individual prayer.

crmweb.org
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MISSION STATEMENT: Catholic Renewal Ministries is the officially designat-
ed office for charismatic renewal activity in the Diocese of Cleveland that unites
all prayer groups under the authority of the Diocesan Bishop and his appointed
delegate to the renewal. Catholic Renewal Ministries, under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit and in the power of Pentecost, fulfills the command of Jesus to evange-
lize all people, to make disciples of everyone, to accept the challenge of the gospel
and to acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord of their lives.

THE FLAME IS THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF CATHOLIC RENEWAL
MINISTRIES FOR THE DIOCESE OF CLEVELAND

FR.ROBERT FRANCO LIASON TO CATHOLIC RENEWAL MINISTRIES.
FR.ROBERT FRANCO PUBLISHER AND GARY CIRINO EDITOR.
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